While It Is Still Dark

If you are a person who is religious in any way,
chances are that at some point, someone has asked
you to give a reason why.

I meet lots of people who identify as spiritual but
not religious, lots of people who are more comfort-
able splashing in the shallow end of belief but
hesitating to wade into the more uncertain depths
of doctrine. So when they ask the question “Why do
you believe what you believe?” it usually comes out
as “Why do you go to church?”

They want to know why I come to this specific
place at this specific time. What am I expecting to
happen?

We read that Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
“while it was still dark.” I imagine she could not
sleep. She was traumatized. Grieving. Confused.
Angry, perhaps. Doubting? Maybe. It’s possible.
We cannot know what was in her heart.

We only know what she did. We only know where
she went. And we know that it was dark, that the
light of Easter’s dawn had not yet pierced the sky.
Often, I am grieving when I go to church, or angry,
or confused, or all three. I have gone many times
with a doubting and resentful heart.

Because, you see, it is still dark. The dawn of eter-
nity, which will illuminate all understanding, has
not yet even begun to creep across my horizon.
My answer to the question, when I am asked, is that
I go to church — to Catholic Mass, specifically —
for the same reason Mary Magdalene went to the
tomb. I go because it is the last place I saw Christ,
and I am desperate to see him again.
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Sunday

Acts of the Apostles 10:34a, 37-43
Colossians 3:1-4
John 20:1-9
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Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Apr. 4

8:30 pm (St. M.) T Jerry Riba
8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula
10:30 am (Sts P&P) 1t Scott Spieker
Weekday Liturgies

Monday, Apr. 6 NO MASS

Tuesday, Apr. 7 NO MASS

Sunday, Apr. 5

Wed., Apr. 8 10:00 am (Dak. Est.) 1 John Gaukler
Thurs., Apr. 9 10:00 am (St. B.) T Esther Ahlsten
Friday, Apr. 10 10:00 am (St. B.) 1 Roman Heley
Sunday Liturgies

Saturday, Apr.11  5:00 pm (St. B.) T Marcella Gettel
Sunday, Apr. 12 8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula

10:30 am (St. M.) Special Intention
12:00 pm (Sts P&P) T Jack Saunders

‘ Reconciliation Schedule \

22 Weekly Mass Schedule s 31%

St. Boniface: Saturday & Sunday — Before/after Mass
Thursday — after Mass

St. Martin: Sunday — Before and after Mass

Sts. Peter & Paul — Before and after Mass

‘l Prayer Requests

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Avery Trittin - Baby Weston - Shirley (Art) Heley
Anne Heley - Joan Moerke - Peggy Harles

Dan Frolek - Shirley Ahrens - Dan Schmit

If you have any imminent prayer requests, please call or
text Cindy at 701-640-1401.

‘| All Parishes

Eucharistic Adoration - Please come and spend time
with Jesus on Thursdays in adoration, anytime from Sam
— midnight. We need of a regular adorer to fill the 3-4 pm
slot. We also need adorers to share the following slots: 2-
3pm, 3-4pm, and 5-6pm. Please contact Sharon at 612-
790-1211 or 538-7010 if you are able to help.

Blood Drive on Tuesday, Apr. 7 from 8am to 1:15pm at
the KC Hall.

The Parents of Servant of God Michelle Duppong will
be at St. John’s Church in Wahpeton on Tuesday, Apr. 14.
There will be adoration and rosary at 4:15pm, Mass at
5:30pm, supper and social at 6pm and a presentation at
7pm. Free will offering. All are welcome.

Christ Rose and Will Convince the World, If We Tell
Them — Tom Hoopes

The long wait is over, and the days of preparation are done.
The Big Event is here: Easter, The Resurrection of the Lord.
Easter isn’t a finish line, though: It’s a starting line for a
Christians, transformed by Christ, to go and transform the
world.

Everyone who visited the empty tomb immediately
thought of others. On Sunday, the day after the Saturday
Sabbath, Mary Magdalene set out for Jesus’s tomb before
the sun had even risen. When she found the stone rolled
away and the tomb empty, the Gospel reading tells us she
“ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,” John.
In other words, her first thought was “I have to tell the
Church.”

Last we saw Peter, he had just denied Jesus. Luke tells the
story in all its dramatic detail. Jesus told Peter that Satan
planned to “sift all of you like wheat, but I have prayed that
your own faith may not fail, and once you turned back, you
must strengthen your brothers.” Peter had no doubt spent the
itight haunted by those words and the look Jesus gave him
when he denied him for the third time. He was eager to be
strong for his brothers and make up for what he had done.
Perhaps it was St. Peter who suggested getting St. John to go
along, also. The last we saw of John was when he was given
to Mary and “From that hour he took her to his own home.”
He must have spent intense hours since then with Mary, who
was a believer in the Resurrection. After all, Elizabeth had
summed up Mary as “Blessed are you who believed that
what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled.”
Jesus seconded that opinion in Luke chapter 11, verse 28,
when he declared what was really special about the Blessed
Mother, saying “Blessed rather are those who hear the word
of God and keep it!” Then, in his very next words, in verse
29, Jesus promised to give people a sign, the Sign of Jonah,
his resurrection.

So when Mary Magdalene saw the empty tomb she thought
of Peter; Peter thought of his brothers who needed
strengthening, and John thought of the Blessed Mother and
the Sign of Jonah.

So off they ran, and found — cloths?

What did they see in the tomb? John reports, “he saw the
burial cloths there, and the napkin that had covered his head,
not with the burial cloths but rolled up in a separate place ...
and he saw and believed.” Why would seeing some cloth
convince him of the Resurrection? You can follow the logic
this way: Jesus’s body was no longer in the tomb, so
something must have happened to it. Perhaps grave robbers,
or an enemy, or an over-zealous follower took it.

The Gospel writers told us the cloths had been put on the
bloody body of Jesus along with a lot of aloe and myrrh. It
would be difficult to peel all of that off a body — and if you
could do so, it would only make it more difficult to carry the
body away. If someone had taken the body, they

would have simply grabbed what was there and run.

But the burial cloths were still there, and something about
the way they looked convinced them he had risen. They
must have been there on the bed of the tomb just as they
were when they were on his corpse, but now with no body in
them, leaving them fallen in on themselves, or in a paper-
maché style shell the length and width of his body. And the


https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/040526.cfm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A31-32&version=RSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2022%3A60-62&version=RSVCE
https://biblehub.com/john/19-26.htm
https://biblehub.com/john/19-27.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/11-28.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2011%3A27-30&version=RSVCE
https://biblehub.com/john/19-39.htm

face cloth was carefully rolled up, by someone.

The fact that John noticed that the cloths were so significant
also makes sense of the idea that these cloths would have
been collected and saved by Christians. The Shroud of
Turin, in Torino, Italy, claims to be those very burial cloths
and in our age of advanced scientific analysis they more
accepted than ever as an authentic artifact from the time and
place of Jesus’s death and burial (see Matt Fradd’s great
treatment of the Shroud here).

The very last words in the Gospel passage reveal its
theme. “For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he
had to rise from the dead,” it says. This is a callback to
something John’s Gospel reported earlier. Jesus had
proclaimed, “Destroy this temple and in three days I will
raise it up,” and John had explained, “He was speaking
about the temple of his body,” and added: “Therefore, when
he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that
he had said this, and they came to believe the Scripture and
the word Jesus had spoken.” Now is that moment.

In the 200s AD, the Christian writer Origen explained,
“Both the Body of Jesus and the temple seem to me to be a
type of the Church, which with lively stones is built up into
a spiritual house, into a holy priesthood.”

What Peter and John came to understand is that the ultimate
meaning of the Resurrection was more than the rising of
Jesus; it was the dawn of the Church. This is, in fact, the
“Sign of Jonah” Jesus promised and Mary believed.

We make a mistake when we think of Jonah as the story of a
person staying alive in the belly of a whale. As Brant Pitre
points out in his book The Case for Jesus, in fact, Scripture
“never claims Jonah remained alive for three days and three
nights in the fish,” he says. “It pretty explicitly says

that Jonah died and went to the realm of the dead.”
Scripture says Jonah went to the “belly of Sheol ... whose
bars closed upon me forever.” Then, after he was deposited
back on shore, God said the same word to Jonah that Jesus
said to Jairus’s daughter: “Koum,” which we translate
“Arise.”

So the sign of Jonah is a reference to Jonah rising from the
dead. Bud Jesus adds that the point of the story isn’t that
Jonah rose, but what happened next: “at the preaching of
Jonah they repented, and there is something greater than
Jonah here,” Jesus says.

In the Book of Jonah the fickle prophet, in a single day,
converted the entirety of the Pagan town of Ninevah simply
by repeating one quiet phrase. This is what Jesus’s

Sign of Jonah would be also.

After Jesus rose, the Church rose, too, and conquered
the world. The other readings for Easter show how Peter,
like a new Jonah, steps forward and boldly preaches the
Gospel. In the first reading, from Acts, he describes how:
“God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
power. He went about doing good and healing those
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. We are
witnesses of all that he did.”

Peter and the early Church knew what their job was: to do
precisely what Jesus did. So they did. First of all, they “went
about doing good.” Rodney Stark describes how Christian
goodness brought astounding growth in the new Church in

his book, The Rise of Christianity. “Christianity did not
grow because of miracle-working in the marketplaces ... or
because Constantine said it should, or even because the
martyrs gave it such credibility. It grew because Christians
constituted an intense community,” Stark wrote.

N.T. Wright, a Protestant theologian who focuses on the
Resurrection and its meaning on earth, says:

“Stark makes a compelling case that the way the Christians
behaved in the great plagues of the early centuries was a
significant factor in contributing to the spread of the faith.”
Their care for the sick meant, “The Christians were being for
the world what Jesus had been for Israel. People took notice.
Something new was happening.” Peter in the First Reading
continues by saying that Jesus “commissioned us to preach
to the people and testify that he is the one appointed by God
as judge of the living and the dead.”

Scholar Larry Hurtado, in his book, Destrover of the gods:
Early Christian Distinctiveness in the Roman World, says
that this preaching was given great power.

“The growth of Christianity in its first three centuries, the
most crucial period, was largely by a combination of the
power of persuasion, whether in preaching, intellectual
argument, ‘miracles’ exhibiting the power of Jesus’ name,
and simply the moral suasion of Christian behavior,
including martyrdom.”

In the Second Reading, we see St. Paul preaching his
message, telling Christians we “were raised with Christ.”
This message changed the world from the ancient world to
today, historian Tom Holland writes in Dominion: How the
Christian Revolution Remade the World.

“The revolutionary implications of [Paul’s] message, to
those who heard it, could not help but raise pressing
questions. .... If all were equally redeemed by Christ, if all
were equally beloved of God, then what of the hierarchies on
which the functioning of even the humblest Roman
household depended?” In a world where women were
second-class citizens and slaves were practically sub-human,
Christianity suddenly united everyone in Christ, the
crucified and risen image of God.

That’s where we come in. Remember, the Gospels were not
just written after the resurrection, they were written because
of the resurrection. They were written to make sense of the
resurrection. Jesus surprised (nearly) everyone by rising
from the dead, so his followers wanted to figure out why.
What was expected of them now?

What they came to realize is that Christ’s great project of
building his kingdom in the world — re-Edenizing the world
in the way he describes in the Our Father — is the reason for
the Resurrection. He rose from the dead to convince us that
we really can change the world — and Christians did change
it, from the very beginning. We can do the same thing today.
If our Lenten program was a training program in prayer,
fasting and almsgiving, Easter is meant to deploy us in the
field. Jesus wants us each to have a personal encounter with
him, like Mary Magdalene, Peter and John — and then to go
tell a world that is sick of the reign of death and darkness
that change is possible now. You will be surprised how
easily people will be convinced, if we try. It can be like
Ninevah all over again.



https://www.youtube.com/live/HAbuG-oVq1Q?si=R1h1vuzmmF5wTojW
https://www.youtube.com/live/HAbuG-oVq1Q?si=R1h1vuzmmF5wTojW
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=john%202%3A19-22&version=RSVCE
https://www.amazon.com/Case-Jesus-Biblical-Historical-Evidence/dp/0770435483
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/jonah/2
https://biblehub.com/mark/5-41.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah+3%3A2&version=RSVCE
https://biblehub.com/luke/11-32.htm
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jonah%203%3A4-17&version=NABRE
https://www.amazon.com/Rise-Christianity-Marginal-Religious-Centuries/dp/0060677015
https://www.amazon.com/Destroyer-gods-Early-Christian-Distinctiveness/dp/1481304747
https://www.amazon.com/Destroyer-gods-Early-Christian-Distinctiveness/dp/1481304747
https://www.amazon.com/Dominion-Christian-Revolution-Remade-World/dp/0465093507
https://www.amazon.com/Dominion-Christian-Revolution-Remade-World/dp/0465093507
https://media.benedictine.edu/jesus-restores-his-kingdom-the-garden-of-eden-in-holy-week

