Catholic Church

stboniface@rrt.net

230 1st St. NW - Lidgerwood, ND 58053
Also Serving St. Martin of Tours, Geneseo and Sts. Peter & Paul, Cayuga

A Friendship with Christ

Sometimes when I ask one of my children about who
they were with or about a classmate at school they
answer me with, "You don't know them."
Apparently, since I do not know him or her
personally, I do not need to know the person's name.
I may not know this person but I do know that he or
she exists in the everyday life of one of my children.
If my children don't share with me anything about
their friend or classmate, I can only assume he or she
has no great impact on my sons' or daughter's daily
lives. Of course, sometimes the response I get is
simply my teen being a typical teen.

Has Jesus had a significant impact on your life? Do
you know Jesus personally? If someone asked you
about him what would you say?

My children respond the way they do to me because
they are still young and immature. However, some
adults are immature as well: immature in faith. We
shy away from any discussion of God in our lives
and we rarely share our faith. Most days we will not
be asked the question, "Who is Jesus?" But we will
be in situations where we are being called to share a
little bit about ourselves. If Jesus has truly changed
our lives and we never seem to want to share
something about him with others, they may as well
assume that he has had no real impact on us. On the
other hand, if we are mature disciples in Jesus Christ,
[ suspect that others can't help but know about the
great friend we have in him.

Isaiah 22:19-23

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saint Boniface

Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 a.m.

St. Martin of Tours - Geneseo

Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
(June and August)

Sts. Peter & Paul - Cayuga

Sunday - 10:30 a.m.
(July and September)
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* 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME -«

"YOU ARE
THE MESSIAH."
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Romans 11:33-36
Matthew 16:13-20

Pastor | Fr. Peter Anderl
Cell Phone: (701) 640-6050
Rectory Phone: (701) 538-4608

Secretary ] Cindy Jelinek DRE | Melodi Novotny
Office Hours: Wed. 1:00 - 6:00 pm Office Phone: (701) 538-4604

Office Phone: (701) 538-4604 Cell Phone: (701) 640-9314
Email: Cell Phone: (701) 640-1401 Email:

peter.anderl@fargodiocese.org Email: stboniface@rrt.net stbonifacedre@rrt.net




#5s.  Weekly Mass Schedule . *%
L + e £
Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Aug.22  5:00 pm (St. B.) T Margaret Maczkowicz
Sunday, Aug. 23 8:30 am (St. B.) Special Intention
10:30 am (St. M.)  Pro Popula
Weekday Liturgies
Monday, Aug.24  NO MASS
Tuesday, Aug. 25  NO MASS
Wed., Aug. 26 NO MASS
Thurs., Aug. 27 10:00 am (St. B.) T Mary & Alois Polansky
Friday, Aug. 28 10:00 am (St. B.) t Larry Novotny
Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Aug.29  5:00 pm (St. B.) t Donna Spellerberg
Sunday, Aug. 30 8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula
10:30 am (St. M.) 1 Joan Bauch
‘l Reconciliation Schedule |‘

St. Boniface: Saturday & Sunday — Before/after Mass
Thursday — after Mass

St. Martin: Sunday — Before and after Mass

Sts. Peter & Paul — Before and after Mass

‘l Prayer Requests

Please keep the following people in your prayers:

Tracey Monson - Lawrence Heley - Fr. Chad Wilhelm
Avery Trittin - Baby Weston - Anne Heley

Joan Moerke - Shirley (Art) Heley - Dan Frolek

Shirley Ahrens - Peggy Harles - Dan Schmit - If you have
any imminent prayer requests, please call or text Cindy at
701-640-1401.

‘| All Parishes

Eucharistic Adoration - Please come and spend time
with Jesus on Thursdays in adoration, anytime from Sam
— midnight. We need adorers to share the 2-3, 3-4 and 5-
6pm slots. Please contact Sharon at 612-790-1211 or 538-
7010 if you are able to help.

Come & See - Do you sometimes wonder: What is it like
in a convent? Am I called to religious life? Come & See
with the Franciscan Sisters in Hankinson on August 21-
23. Contact Sr. Mary Ruth at srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org /
(701) 242-7195 or visit ndfranciscans.org/vocation-
events.

KC Highway Cleanup — Sunday, Aug. 23 at 2pm.

KC Family Picnic — At the KC Hall on Sunday, Aug. 23:
Social at 3:30, Potluck meal at 4pm. Main dish will be
provided.

Lidgerwood Ambulance pancake breakfast will be held
on Sunday, August 30 from 8:30am — 1pm at the KC
Hall.

Women’s Group will be starting on Sept. 16. More
information coming soon. All are welcome.

Break Free From the Power of Hell Through the
Authority of Peter — Tom Hoopes

God created us to be social creatures, and so he always
gives us a way to follow him by following someone like
us — patriarchs, prophets, judges, and kings; and above
all, his own Son, our eternal King, Jesus, and his earthly
stewards, or vicars, the popes, beginning with Peter.
First: What must the other apostles have thought
when they heard what Jesus said to Peter?

“I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will
build my Church, and the gates of the netherworld shall
not prevail against it,” Jesus says. He renames Simon
Peter, “the rock,” and clearly confers a high degree of
authority on the fisherman — and the Catholic Church,
famously, has taken Jesus at his word.

The early Church knew exactly what it meant to say that
he was “Rock.” It was a comparison to the Foundation
Stone of the great Temple, which is under the Dome of
the Rock. In Jewish commentary from the time of Christ,
this rock was even thought to be the place where the
world was founded: Eden.

And now Peter is going to be the rock for a new world
God was founding, his new Eden, the Kingdom. Jesus
goes on to add a startling statement of power: “I will give
you the keys to the kingdom of heaven. Whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” And it is clear
that the apostles saw Peter as their leader. The other 11
apostles are mentioned 130 times in the Gospels, counted
all together. Peter alone is mentioned 191 times — and
Peter’s authority is made clear implicitly and explicitly. In
the Book of Acts, we even see how people would line the
streets just for Peter’s shadow to fall on them.

Second: The Early Church knew this also meant the
papacy. St. Cyprian of Carthage, who was born around
the year 200, explained the authority of Peter and his
successors: “A primacy is given to Peter, whereby it is
made clear that there is but one Church and one chair. If
someone does not hold fast to this unity of Peter, can he
imagine that he still holds the faith? If he desert the chair
of Peter upon whom the Church was built, can he still be
confident that he is in the Church?”

St. Ambrose, born in the year 333, had the same
reverence for Peter and his successors. He said: “Where
Peter is, there is the Church. And where the Church, no
death is there, but life eternal.”

In 1942 archeologists dug down beneath modern-day St.



mailto:srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org
https://www.sefaria.org/Yoma.54b?lang=bi
https://ourladyofhopegrafton.org/primacy-of-peter
https://biblehub.com/acts/5-15.htm

Peter’s basilica to the original church built there in 326 —
and found St. Peter’s tomb under the high altar. That
means the Church that stands for all of Christendom was
founded on Peter’s very bones — this man is the Church’s
Foundation Stone.

How is it possible that Peter has this kind of authority?
Third: Jesus gives a clue to what is happening when he
calls Peter the “son of Jonah.” Sunday’s Gospel reading
comes shortly after Jesus proclaims, earlier in Matthew
16, that he will not give “an evil and unfaithful
generation” any sign except the sign of Jonah.

Jonah is a weak prophet who, in a single day, converts the
entirety of the wicked, pagan city of Nineveh simply by
repeating one phrase. This is what Jesus’s sign of Jonah
would be also. Jonah fled God to the ends of the world;
Peter wanted to flee also, but with his first public sermon
— which refers to “this corrupt generation,” as Jesus did
— Peter converts 3,000 people. He goes on to lead a
Church that conquers the world.

Like Jonah, Peter’s personal powers of persuasion could
not possibly account for the results he got. As G.K.
Chesterton pointed out, this is why Jesus gives the keys
not to the brilliant Paul or the mystic John, but to Peter —
so that it will be clear that Jesus is the real power here.
Ironically, it is only when Peter admits that he is in no
way the answer to the world’s problems — Christ is —
that Jesus makes him “the rock.” Peter’s theological
motto is, “Master, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life.” His charism is to be clueless apart
from Christ. This subservience to God is the key to the
ministry of Peter.

Yes, Jesus gives remarkable authority to Peter and his
successors, the popes. But what Jesus says of himself
remains true through it all: “All authority in heaven and
on earth has been given to me.” Having a vicar on earth
does not change that.

Fourth: In other words, the pope is a steward of
Christ the King. Literature has taught us what stewards
are, as opposed to kings. When King Richard is away,
Robin Hood has to fight against the king’s unlawful
steward, Prince John. And before The Return of the King,
the steward Denethor makes a mess of things in The Lord
of the Rings. In both those cases, the steward’s power is
real, even when the person holding it is untrustworthy.

In this Sunday’s First Reading, from Isaiah, we learn that
the Lord can raise and reject stewards at will. The Lord
explains to Shebna, who is second in command to King
Hezekiah, that a new steward will replace him. “I will
thrust you from your office and pull you down from your
station,” says the Lord. “I will summon my servant
Eliakim; ... I will clothe him with your robe ... and give
over to him your authority. ... I will place the key of the
House of David on Eliakim’s shoulder; when he opens, no
one shall shut, when he shuts, no one will open.”

These words show the flip side of the authority that Our
Lord gives to human beings. As easily as Peter is given

power, he can lose it — because the power isn’t his. And
not only is his authority God’s, but Peter’s wisdom is
God’s too. The Second Reading explains: “How
inscrutable are his judgments and how unsearchable his
ways!” St. Paul writes about God. “For who has known
the mind of the Lord or who has been his counselor? Or
who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?
For from him and through him and for him are all things.”
What can Simon Peter add to the perfection of God?
Nothing. What teaching can Peter add to the truth of
Jesus? None. Is it ever Peter’s place to add to or subtract
from the truth? Never.

Fifth: Jesus has already told us to whom the Kingdom
belongs — and it’s not Peter. By this point in the Gospel
of Matthew, Jesus has talked a lot about the Kingdom and
has said: ® The Kingdom belongs to “the poor in spirit”
— not to the greedy. ® It belongs to “those who are
persecuted for righteousness’ sake” — never to a coward
seeking comfort and safety. ® Those who inherit the
Kingdom will be those who “feed the hungry, clothe the
naked and give drink to the thirsty” — those who came to
serve, like Jesus, not those who expect to be served.

And when Jesus, in Matthew, speaks about who is great in
the Kingdom, he lays out some categories: ® The great
aren’t the religious types who cry, “Lord, Lord,” but those
who do the will of his Father in heaven. ® The great
aren’t the apostles who argue about who is the greatest,
but rather those who humble themselves like a child.

* When James and John ask to be great, Jesus says they
can — by sharing Christ’s suffering.

This is incredibly freeing.

Sixth: It shows that Christ means it when he says,
“The gates of hell shall not prevail” against his
Kingdom. The forces of money, pleasure, power, and
honor imprison us in the world. We traded the slave
master Pharaoh for the slave master Satan, who traps us
with sin, addiction, and death. But Christ says, “The gates
of the netherworld shall not prevail against” the Church
Peter leads. Baptism breaks us free from Satan’s power,
and confession snaps open sin’s shackles.

The prison of Herod couldn’t hold Peter, and the prison of
the netherworld can’t hold us. And where do we find our
“in” to the Kingdom of freedom? At every Eucharist.

“At the Last Supper the Lord himself directed his
disciples’ attention toward the fulfillment of the Passover
in the kingdom of God,” says the Catechism (Nos. 1403—
1405):

“The Church knows that the Lord comes even now in his
Eucharist and that he is there in our midst. ... Every time
the mystery is celebrated ‘the work of our redemption is
carried on,” and we ‘break the one bread that provides the
medicine of immortality, the antidote for death, and the
food that makes us live forever in Jesus Christ.””

Those who receive Jesus Christ himself in Communion
are leaving the powers of the netherworld and entering the
quiet power of the Kingdom of heaven.
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