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230 1st St. NW - Lidgerwood, ND 58053

Also Serving St. Martin of Tours, Geneseo and Sts. Peter & Paul, Cayuga

What Lazarus Wanted

“It must be so crazy, being God,” one of my fiiends said
in high school. “Does it feel like playing The Sims all
day? Just making people do stuff because you want to
see what happens?”

I think we all sometimes fall into this warped manner of
thinking about God’s omnipotence. It’s understandable,
to a degree. The flimsiness of our own agency in this
world, our real ability to impact or change anything ...
well, it all feels especially puny when you put it next to
the power of the Creator. “Oh God, thy sea is so great,”
goes the old fisherman’s prayer. “And my boat is so
small.”

But today, in the raising of Lazarus from the dead, we
are reminded that God is all about giving us agency.
Jesus could have raised any random person from the
dead on this, the Fifth Sunday of Lent. His intention was
clear: to foreshadow his own passion, death and resur-
rection, and to exhibit the closeness of God to those who
mourn. “This illness is not to end in death,” he tells his
companions. “But is for the glory of God, that the Son
of God may be glorified through it.” (John 11:4)

So if it could have been anyone, why was it Lazarus?

I think the answer has to be that this was something
Lazarus agreed to. Perhaps not in an explicit way, for he
didn’t know the mind or the plans of God. But in his
friendship with Jesus, in the strength of his faith and the
depth of his devotion to God, in every prayer he ever
uttered — “Lord, let your will be done” — he was
agreeing to it. Over and over, in what he said and what
he did, Lazarus, beloved friend of Christ, said, “Lord, I
love you. Lord, use me.”

In this last full week of Lent, let us say it with him:
“Lord, I love you. Lord, use me.”
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Cell Phone: (701) 640-6050
Rectory Phone: (701) 538-4608

Secretary | Cindy Jelinek
Office Hours: Wed. 1:00 - 6:00 pm
Office Phone: (701) 538-4604

Weekend Mass Schedule

Saint Boniface
Saturday - 5:00 p.m.
Sunday - 8:30 a.m.

Saint Martin of Tours - Geneseo
Sunday - 10:30 a.m.

Saints Peter & Paul - Cayuga
Sunday - 12:00 p.m. (noon)

A

5™ SUNDAY OF LENT

Jesus told her, “| am the resurrection and the life;
whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”
-Jn 11:25

Ezekiel 37:12-14
Romans 8:8-11
John 11:1-45
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Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Mar. 21
Sunday, Mar. 22

5:00 pm (St. B.)
8:30 am (St. B.)
10:30 am (St. M.)
12:00 pm (Sts P&P)
Weekday Liturgies

Monday, Mar. 23 NO MASS

Tuesday, Mar. 24 10:00 am (St. B.)
Wed., Mar. 25 10:00 am (Dak. Est.)
Thurs., Mar. 26 10:00 am (St. B.)

Special Intention
Cody Heley
Pro Popula
Special Intention

1 Georgine Novotny
Jackson Jelinek
1 Sandra Curran

Friday, Mar. 27 7:30 pm (St. B.) T Al Polansky
Sunday Liturgies

Saturday, Mar.28 5:00 pm (St. B.) T Kathleen Wieser
Sunday, Mar. 29 8:30 am (St. B.) T Tom Schwebach

10:30 am (St. M.)
12:00 pm (Sts P&P)

Pro Popula
Special Intention

Reconciliation Schedule

St. Boniface: Saturday & Sunday — Before/after Mass
Thursday — after Mass

St. Martin: Sunday — Before and after Mass

Sts. Peter & Paul — Before and after Mass

‘l Prayer Requests

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Avery Trittin - Baby Weston - Shirley (Art) Heley
Anne Heley - Joan Moerke - Peggy Harles

Dan Frolek - Shirley Ahrens - Dan Schmit

If you have any imminent prayer requests, please call or
text Cindy at 701-640-1401.

‘| All Parishes

Eucharistic Adoration - Please come and spend time
with Jesus on Thursdays in adoration, anytime from Sam
— midnight. We need of a regular adorer to fill the 3-4 pm
slot. We also need adorers to share the following slots: 2-
3pm, 3-4pm, and 5-6pm. Please contact Sharon at 612-
790-1211 or 538-7010 if you are able to help.

Stations of the Cross 7pm with Mass to follow
Friday, Mar. 27 — St. Boniface

Lenten Penance Services

Sunday, Mar. 22 - 7pm at St. Boniface, Lidgerwood

Sunday, Mar. 29 — 4pm & 6:30pm at St. John’s in
Wahpeton

Bergen Lutheran Lenten Suppers will be served each

Wednesday during Lent from 5-6:30 pm. Check bulletin
board for details.

Holy Week Choir Practice will be on Tuesday, Mar.
24 at 7pm at St. Boniface. All parishioners are invited.

Living Stations of the Cross will be presented by the
Youth Group from St. John’s Church in Wyndmere on
Sunday, Mar. 29 at 3pm.

Holy Week Mass Schedule

Holy Thursday, Apr. 2 — 7pm at St. Boniface

Good Friday, Apr. 3 — 3pm at St. Boniface

Easter Vigil, Apr. 4 — 8:30pm at St. Martin’s

Easter Sunday, Apr. 5 — 8:30am at St. Boniface
—10:30am at Sts. Peter & Paul

Blood Drive on Tuesday, Apr. 7 from 8am to 1:15pm
at the KC Hall.

Five Lines You May Have Missed Reveal the
Meaning of Lazarus — Tom Hoopes

The text of Scripture is inspired, and that means that its
words can reveal more to you even if you have read them
before. When you notice and receive an insight into a line
from a Gospel passage that you never noticed before, you
can thank the Holy Spirit’s gift of “understanding.”

Here are four lines and insights that can go unnoticed in
the Gospel reading about the raising of Lazarus.

First: Jesus reveals himself when he says, “I am glad
... that I was not there.”

The Gospel reading about the raising of Lazarus is a
perfect example of a lesson Father Jay Kythe at St.
Benedict’s Abbey in Atchison, Kansas, teaches. In the
Gospels, when Jesus heals, he doesn’t do so just for the
sake of the one healed — he heals for the sake of others.
Sunday’s Gospel begins with Jesus’ close friends Mary
and Martha sending word to Jesus about their brother’s
illness: “Master, the one you love is ill.” Jesus’ response
immediately identifies the true importance of Lazarus’
condition: “This illness is not to end in death, but is for
the glory of God.” Then, instead of rushing to his close
friend’s side, he stays where he is for two days while
Lazarus dies. When he tells his apostles about Lazarus,
his words are odd but revealing: “Lazarus has died. And |
am glad for you that I was not there, that you may
believe.”

As the Gospel will show, Jesus is anything but “glad”
about Lazarus’s death. So what is he glad about? He is
glad about all the benefits the raising of Lazarus from the
dead will provide — for us.

The Lazarus miracle teaches us the total power Jesus has
over his creation. He raises a man who has been in the
tomb for four days, such that onlookers expect “a stench”
from the corpse.

No wonder “many of the Jews ... began to believe in
him.” This miracle-for-the-sake-of-others was a huge
success.




Second: The Gospel reveals Mary when it says, “Mary
was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume and
dried his feet with her hair.”

Many people hear the story about anointing Jesus’s feet
with costly perfume, included in Matthew, Mark and
John, without associating it with Martha, Mary and
Lazarus. But this Sunday’s Gospel makes clear that this
story involves the same dinner companions of Jesus we
know well.

We know that Jesus criticized Martha for being “anxious
and worried about many things” at a dinner in the Gospel
of Luke, and that he praised her sister Mary for sitting at
his feet, because she “chose the better part, and it will not
be taken from her.”

At the anointing at Bethany, Jesus heaps even more praise
on Mary. In the Gospel of Matthew, he says:

“In pouring this perfumed oil upon my body, she did it to
prepare me for burial. Amen, I say to you, wherever this
Gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has
done will be spoken of, in memory of her.”

This is high praise, and it reveals the depths of Mary’s
faith. She knows that Jesus will die and accepts it. Peter,
famously, says to Jesus that he must not die and gets
rebuked for being an obstacle — Mary, on the contrary,
prepares him for burial.

Clearly, Mary has learned a great deal by sitting at Jesus’
feet. She has learned the corollary of the rule that Jesus
heals for the sake of others: He allows suffering for the
sake of others too. Mary knows that Christians are meant
to follow Jesus on the road to Calvary, not to avoid it. In
other words, she has learned what Lent is meant to teach
us.

Third: We learn how prominent Lazarus and his
sisters were when the Gospel says Martha “went and
called her sister Mary secretly.”

For years I missed just how popular Mary, Martha and
Lazarus are — and why it matters.

It is clear that Jesus loves this family. Jesus becomes
“perturbed” when he sees Mary weeping, and when he
weeps for Lazarus people say, “Look how he loved him.”
But Jesus wasn’t the only one. Apparently Martha, Mary
and Lazarus were loved by many, because we learn that
“Many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them.”

We expect more mourners in the New Testament world
than in ours — for instance, a large crowd follows the
Widow of Nain and carry the corpse of her son. But it is
noteworthy that “many” remain with Mary and Martha
even after the burial.

They were so popular, it seems like they had to make an
effort to dodge the crowds, like a celebrity avoiding
paparazzi, by Martha’s “secret” message to Mary. It
didn’t work. “When the Jews who were with her in the
house, comforting her, saw Mary get up quickly and go
out, they followed her.”

This gives us some sense of why the raising of Lazarus

was such a disaster for the foes of Jesus. This miracle
happened to well-connected people whose friends
followed their lead, literally. No wonder that “many of the
Jews who had come to Mary and seen what he had done
began to believe in him.”

Fourth: The Gospel reveals Martha’s virtue, saying,
“When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
to meet him; but Mary sat at home.”

As we saw, the Gospels highly praise Mary; but now it
gives some vindication for Martha. If we thought of her as
“that busybody who didn’t choose the better part,” here,
we see how the active life pays off, too, when Martha
hears Jesus is coming and rushes off to meet him right
away, while Mary sits at home and has to be sent for later.
Martha needs no invitation. Knowing that Jesus is near is
enough. She rushes to him and meets him even before he
gets to town. Then, we hear two great professions of faith
from her.

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. But even now I know that whatever you ask of God,
God will give you.”

and

“Yes, Lord. I have come to believe that you are the Christ,
the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.”
Martha is a great model for the final stretch of Lent. Not
only does she acknowledge Christ with her words, but
with her actions as well. For us, also, Jesus is near, and
there is no need to wait for an invitation: Seek him out in
words and actions — and let him do as he will.

Fifth: Don’t miss the important phrases from the rest
of the readings.

It is impressive how much Jesus loves Mary and Martha
and Lazarus. But the readings this Sunday make it clear
that, in fact, he loves each of us that way. In the First
Reading, from Ezekiel, the Lord says: “O my people, I
will open your graves and have you rise from them” —
just like Lazarus.

Those are the words of a heartsick friend, not a harsh
judge, and he loves each of us like he loved Lazarus.

St. Paul sees Ezekiel’s words coming true in Christ, when
he says, “If the Spirit of the one who raised Jesus from the
dead dwells in you, the one who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also.”

Whatever our Lent has been like, each of us is the same
position of Mary, Martha and Lazarus this Sunday at
Mass. Like Mary, we are at table with our Eucharistic
Lord, and he wants us each to pour out our love on him
and touch him like he did. Like Martha, we have heard
that the Lord is near and so we rise to meet him in
communion. And like Lazarus, we know that sin and the
world’s distractions have left us dead inside, but that he
has wept for each of us, and wants to help us each “come
forth!” to life in him.

By coming to us in the Eucharist, he is saying in actions
what he said in the Gospel: “I am the Resurrection and the
Life; whoever believes in me, even if he dies, will live.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%2026%3A6-13&version=RSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2014%3A3-9&version=RSVCE
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2010%3A38-42&version=RSVCE
https://biblehub.com/matthew/26-12.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/7-12.htm

