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St. Boniface: Saturday & Sunday – Before/after Mass

            Thursday – after Mass 

St. Martin: Sunday – Before and after Mass 

Sts. Peter & Paul – Before and after Mass 
 

  

 

 
 

 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

Tracey Monson - Lawrence Heley - Fr. Chad Wilhelm  

Avery Trittin - Baby Weston - Anne Heley  

Joan Moerke - Shirley (Art) Heley - Dan Frolek  

Shirley Ahrens - Peggy Harles - Dan Schmit  -  If you have 

any imminent prayer requests, please call or text Cindy at 

701-640-1401. 

 
 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Adoration - Please come and spend time 

with Jesus on Thursdays in adoration, anytime from 5am 

–  midnight. We need adorers to share the 2-3, 3-4 and 5-

6pm slots. Please contact Sharon at 612-790-1211 or 538-

7010 if you are able to help. 
 

KC Youth Outing open to all tri-parish youth, (3rd grade 

and up) to a Red Hawks game will be on Wednesday, 

July 29. The bus will leave the KC Hall at 4:00 pm. There 

is a sign-up sheet and release forms on the table in the 

gathering space at St. Boniface. Fill out the form and 

bring it with you on the day of the trip. Questions, contact 

Aaron Frolek at 640-1117. 
 

Andrew Meyer, MS, LAPC is now accepting new 

patients at Redeeming Grace Counseling, through in 

office visits or telehealth. He counsels from a catholic 

perspective. Helps with life transitions, purpose and 

personal growth. He also can help with anxiety, OCD, 

trauma and addictive behaviors. He alternates between 

Lisbon and Fargo. Contact him at 701-353-9979 or at 

redeeminggracecounseling.com. 
 

KC Blood Drive  - Tuesday, Aug. 4 from 8am to 1:45pm 

at the KC Hall. New donors welcome. To schedule a time 

call Mike at 538-7396 or Dave at 538-4343.  
 

Our Lady of the Prairies – All are welcome to the 70th 

Annual Pilgrimage to Our Lady of the Prairies outside of 

Wahpeton on Sunday, Aug. 16: Speaker at 2pm, 

Rosary/Confessions at 3pm, Holy Mass at 5pm and picnic 

at 6pm with Bishop Folda. 
 

Come & See - Do you sometimes wonder: What is it like 

in a convent? Am I called to religious life? What is the 

Franciscan charism? Come & See with the Franciscan 

Sisters in Hankinson on August 21-23, 2026. contact Sr. 

Mary Ruth at srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org / (701) 242-

7195 or visit ndfranciscans.org/vocation-events. 
 

Only Those Who Search Will Find the Prize 

Tom Hoopes 
Jesus gives the grand finale of his parables of the Kingdom 

in the Gospel reading for the Seventeenth Sunday in 

Ordinary Time, Year A. He draws all the previous lessons 

together — and explains his reasoning for speaking in 

parables at all by giving concrete examples. 

First: You won’t find the kingdom of heaven unless you 

actively seek it. Jesus gives three last analogies of the 

kingdom of God this Sunday: A buried treasure, a pearl of 

great price, and a net that fills with fish when it is thrown 

into the sea. 

The three have one thing in common: They are hidden. You 

can’t see the treasure in the field unless you put your hand to 

the plow, you don’t know the value of the great pearl until 

you have examined hundreds of lesser ones, and you can’t 

tell where the fish are lurking unless you cast your net. 

So the final three parables of the Kingdom tell us something 

crucially important: If you want the kingdom, you have to 

look for it. If the Parable of the Sower said we have to be 

receptive and the Parable of the Wheat and Weeds said we 

have to be docile, the parables of hidden riches say we have 

to be diligent. 

Second: In the Parable of the Treasure in a Field you can 

almost hear the clink of a plow blade on a ceramic jar. 

The first kingdom analogy Jesus makes is a treasure that 

only a manual laborer can find. Jesus says, “The kingdom of 

heaven is like a treasure buried in a field, which a person 

finds and hides again, and out of joy goes and sells all that 

he has and buys that field.” 

Even in our times, buried ceramic coin containers have been 

found in the regions where Jesus lived and preached; 

presumably hidden as a homemade piggy bank. In Jesus’s 

story, you can imagine a farmhand coming across the 

treasure while plowing a field. 

That gives a nice symmetry to this parable. First Jesus 
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Sunday Liturgies

Saturday, July 25 5:00 pm (St. B.) † Harold Ahlsten

Sunday, July 26 8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula

10:30 am (Sts. P&P) † Jack Saunders

Weekday Liturgies
Monday, July 27 NO MASS

Tuesday, July 28 NO MASS

Wed., July 29 NO MASS

Thurs., July 30 10:00 am (St. B.) † Marcella Gettel

Friday, July 31 10:00 am (St. B.) † Jim Biewer

Sunday Liturgies

Saturday, Aug. 1 5:00 pm (St. B.) † Gail Hann

Sunday, Aug. 2 8:30 am (St. B.) † Bob Fust

10:30 am (St. M.) Pro Popula   
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Mass Schedule 

All Parishes 

Reconciliation Schedule 

Prayer Requests 

mailto:srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/readings/072626.cfm


described the kingdom as seeds sown in good soil — now he 

describes finding the treasure while preparing the soil. 

Symbolically, that’s us, finding the kingdom of Christ by 

diligently going about our daily work, living our state in life 

with care and attention. As St. Josemaría Escrivá put it: “It is 

in the simplicity of your ordinary work, in the monotonous 

details of each day, that you have to find the secret, which is 

hidden from so many, of something great and new: Love.” 

Third: Finding a pearl of great price takes not an 

attentive farmhand but a focused expert. Next, Jesus says, 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant searching 

for fine pearls. When he finds a pearl of great price, he goes 

and sells all that he has and buys it.” 

I wouldn’t be able to distinguish between a valuable pearl 

and a decent fake no matter how hard I tried. But a merchant 

who has dedicated his life to studying the difference can see 

it, and so can his customers. 

By analogy, while finding the truth of Jesus Christ can be as 

easy as happening upon it in our daily work, it can also take 

careful study and reading. The worker in the field was lucky; 

the pearl merchant was calculated and committed. 

And just as he had to spend hours poring over pearls to find 

the right one, we have to spend time honing our intellect and 

improving our knowledge to understand the value of the 

faith. That could mean listening to solid Catholic podcasts 

and reading well-regarded Catholic writers, or it could mean 

taking a course. 

But it can’t mean sitting idly by and expecting the pearl of 

great price to come to you on its own. As St. Padre Pio put 

it: “Help yourself during this troubled period by reading 

holy books. This reading provides excellent food for the soul 

and conduces to great progress along the path of perfection. 

By no means is it inferior to what we obtain through prayer 

and holy meditation. In prayer and meditation it is ourselves 

who speak to the Lord, while in holy reading it is God who 

speaks to us.” 

Fourth: Last, Jesus compares the kingdom of heaven to a 

fishing expedition. Jesus says, “the Kingdom of heaven is 

like a net thrown into the sea, which collects fish of every 

kind. When it is full, they haul it ashore.” 

The treasure was an unlooked-for blessing and the pearl was 

a clever discovery, but the fish are the result of hard work 

and team effort. The message: We don’t find God alone; he 

finds us, through his Church. Jesus told Peter and the 

Apostles that he would make them “fishers of men,” and 

Jesus describes what that looks like here. 

This is an image of the Church relentlessly seeking souls “of 

every kind” — “making disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit.” The net of the Church is the network of all our 

various efforts to reach out to people — lay people in the 

world, teachers in classrooms, priests in pulpits, and bishops 

with an eye to all of their needs. 

Together they catch us and pull us up out of the depths of 

our darkness into the bright light and solid ground of the 

shore. 

Fifth: The other two readings show how blessed we 

truly are. In the first reading, from the First Book of Kings, 

we see Solomon as, like Aladin with his lamp, he gets to 

have his greatest wish come true. He asks for “an 

understanding heart, to judge your people and to distinguish 

right from wrong” — and he gets it. 

Now consider this: What Solomon needed a special 

visitation from God to receive, we get for free. It’s all there 

in the riches of the Catholic faith. We have what he got. 

Those of us who were baptized into the Church as infants 

are like the guy who stumbles on a treasure in a field. We 

won the spiritual lottery: We were born into a Catholic 

family, and handed the faith on a silver platter. Our Baptism 

gives us the Seven Gifts of the Holy Spirit, including 

wisdom, understanding and right judgement — everything 

Solomon asked for. 

And if we make the most of our gifts, like the pearl 

merchant, we can unlock more and more of their potential: 

There on our shelf is the Catechism, filled with genius 

answers to life’s hardest questions. Next to it is the New 

Testament, which is the inspired word of our infinite God 

and will keep giving us more and more, endlessly, if we read 

it prayerfully. 

But, of course, the lessons of those earlier plant parables still 

apply. Our growth doesn’t come from our work, but God’s. 

Like God coming to Solomon, or like Jesus approaching the 

first fishers of men, he chooses us and blesses our work. 

When the Catechism wants to describe this unmerited grace, 

in Paragraph 2012, it uses the entire contents of this 

Sunday’s Second Reading to do so: 

“We know that in everything God works for good with those 

who love him . . . For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in 

order that he might be the first-born among many brethren. 

And those whom he predestined he also called; and those 

whom he called he also justified; and those whom he 

justified he also glorified.” 

Sixth: The treasure, the pearl and the fish finally explain 

why Jesus tells parables at all. Three weeks ago, we heard 

the disciples asked Jesus, “Why do you speak to them in 

parables?” Jesus replied strangely: “Because knowledge of 

the mysteries of the kingdom of heaven has been granted to 

you, but to them it has not been granted … because ‘they 

look but do not see and hear but do not listen or 

understand.’” 

Now we know what he meant. If you aren’t paying attention, 

you won’t notice the treasure in the field; if you haven’t 

honed your skills, the pearl of great price will look like a 

marble; and if you don’t spend the morning on the lake, you 

won’t get any fish. The kingdom of heaven isn’t for any 

chance passersby to understand. Only the curious sense it, 

only the discerning value it, and only those who give 

everything enter it. 

Amazingly, this Sunday as we gather for Mass we will 

see these parables played out very literally before our eyes. 

We see before us a literal treasure box, the tabernacle. We 

lift up an actual pearl of great price, the host — Christ 

himself in the Blessed Sacrament. And we get dragged out 

of the darkness into the light on the decks of a boat in 

Peter’s fleet, our Catholic parish. We have been given so 

much. And from those to whom much is given, much will be 

required. 

https://www.catholiccrossreference.online/catechism/#!/search/2012

