
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
St. Boniface: Saturday – 6:30 - 6:55 pm  

                       Sunday – prior to Mass 

             Wednesday – 9:45 am 

St. Martin: Sundays – Before and after 10:30 am Mass 
 

 
 

 
 

Please keep the following people in your prayers: 

- Levi Witt                 -Jan Breker                    -Dan Frolek        

- Peggy Harles       - Shelby Northrop      - Shirley Ahrens        

- Brad Meyer         - Miranda Jelinek           - Beth Stroehl             

- Rita Schmit             - John Popp              - Harvey Heley        

- Bob Haas       - Dejah Anderson        - Rick Kane 

- If you have any imminent prayer requests, please call or 

 text Cindy at 701-640-1401. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Join us in Prayer. The Rosary and Divine Mercy Chaplet 

will be said at the following times: Monday through 

Friday at 9:30 am. The Rosary for the Unborn will be said 

on Tuesdays.  
 

Eucharistic Adoration – Adoration is open to all, please 

come and visit Jesus in Adoration anytime on Thursdays 

from 5am to midnight. Also, cannot find a substitute 

please call Sharon Frolek as soon as possible at 538-7010 

or 612-790-1211 to find a substitute. 
 

KC Youth Ministry Outing to a Red Hawks game will 

be on Friday, August 12. The bus will leave the KC Hall 

at 4:30 pm. Please sign up by Sunday, August 7. There is 

a sign-up sheet and release forms on the table in the 

gathering space at St. Boniface. Fill out the form and 

bring it with you on the day of the trip. Questions, contact 

Aaron Frolek at 640-1117. 
 

Fr. Anderl will be gone Monday, Aug. 1 through Friday, 

Aug. 5. In case of emergency, please call Fr. Troy 

Simonsen at 701-566-0405. 
 

90th Birthday Party for Mary Breker will be Sat., Aug. 6 

from 3-6 pm at Coteau des Prairies Lodge in Havana. No 

gifts please. Wishes can be sent to Mary Breker, Sheyenne 

Crossing Eventide 225 13th Ave W, Apt. 1021, West 

Fargo, ND 58078. 
 

Why We Do Not Pray as We Should 

From Catholic Exchange 

I met a businessman some years ago who told me that he 

spends close to four hours daily doing physical exercises. I 

asked him why he spent so much time exercising daily. 

Was he preparing for the Olympics or what? He replied, “I 

want to be always fit and healthy.” 

His reply reminded me of how generous and sacrificing we 

are in making time for the things that we value the most. 

We make time to eat, sleep, drink, exercise, sleep, work, 

etc., simply because we are convinced of their true value.   

Why is it that when it comes to prayer, we claim that we 

do not pray because we do not have the time to pray? We 

say we cannot spend time cultivating our relationship with 

God through prayer because we are too busy. However, 

the truth is that we do not pray as we should because 

we do not know the value of prayer. If we were 

convinced of the true value of prayer, we will sacrifice 

anything for our prayer time.   

We do not value prayer because there are certain truths that 

have not yet sunk into our hearts.    

Firstly, we do not pray with persistence because we do 

not know God’s love for each and every one of us. Jesus 

teaches us to pray by calling God “Father” to show that 

God loves us personally and freely. This same God is 

always inviting and drawing us into a special relationship 

with Him through prayer. God initiates this relationship 

with us in His Son, Jesus Christ, offering us His love and 

making it possible for us to love Him back in prayer, “In 

this is love, not that we loved God but that He loves us and 

sent His Son to be the expiation for our sins” (1Jn 4:10).  

We must first experience and receive this love in prayer 

because only this love of God can satisfy us and quench 

our fears, “Perfect love casts out fear” (1Jn 4:18). This 

love alone moves us to respond to God’s love by striving 

to obey Him, “If you love me, keep my commandments” 

(Jn 14:15). We have peace and trust in God because we 

know the Father gives us only good things in answer to our 

prayers. Though He may allow evil in our lives for a 

greater good, He never directly gives us something that is 

evil. 

We just cannot be persistent in prayer if we are oblivious 

                                                                    

Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, July 30 7:00 pm (St. B.) Ken & Donna Heley

Sunday, July 31 8:30 am (St. B.) † Bob Neidviecky

10:30 am (St. M.) Pro Popula

Weekday Liturgies
Monday, Aug. 1 NO MASS

Tuesday, Aug. 2 NO MASS

Wednesday, Aug. 3 NO MASS

Thursday, Aug. 4 NO MASS

Friday, Aug. 5 NO MASS

Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Aug. 6 7:00 pm (St. B.) † Andrew Honl

Sunday, Aug. 7 8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula

10:30 am (St. M.) Special Intention

7:00 pm (Sts. P&P) † Brian Spieker
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of God’s personal love that He offers us in prayer and His 

desire that we grow in this love through prayer and action.  

Secondly, we do not pray always because we do not 

know our great need for the graces of God in our 

lives. Without the grace of God, we cannot do anything 

good or endure any evil and temptation. By teaching us 

the Our Father prayer, Jesus shows us our need to beg for 

truly essential things in prayer. We must constantly beg 

God to “forgive us our sins,” sustain us with our “daily 

bread,” protect us from numerous evils, help us to “do His 

will on earth as it is done in heaven,” etc. Jesus says, “Ask, 

and you will receive,” because we cannot experience these 

and many more graces in our lives without consistent 

prayer. 

We do not know our need for grace through prayer because 

we do not realize the deeply mysterious ways of God and 

our need for His light to follow Him. We have not grasped 

our utter nothingness without God’s sustaining grace. We 

do not realize the weakness of our human nature and the 

wickedness and cunningness of Satan, who “always prowls 

around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour” 

(1Pt 5:8).   

Thirdly, we do not pray all the time because we do not 

know the great calling we have to save our souls. We go 

the extra mile to care for the needs, pleasures, and 

comforts of the body that will eventually rot in the grave 

one day. But we ignore our souls, that immortal and 

substantial form of our being. Have we forgotten that the 

body takes its dignity and destiny from its union with the 

soul? Didn’t Jesus also teach us that our greatest duty is to 

save our souls, “What does it profit a man to gain the 

whole world and lose his soul?” (MK 8:36) 

Our prayer life must not be reduced to merely meeting the 

needs of the body or making us feel good. Authentic 

prayer brings divine life to our souls, making them holy 

and alive with the Spirit of God. True prayer prepares and 

orients our souls towards God and perfect communion with 

Him in heaven. Our souls need that hope that comes from 

prayer if we are not going to become hopeless slaves of 

this world and its corrupt spirit.   

We easily lose the value of prayer in a world where the 

body is worshipped and pampered. How can we pray well 

in a Church where many are more concerned with our 

vaccine status than living in a state of grace? How can 

prayer flourish in an era where the focus is on bodily 

mutilation in the name of transgenderism while we ignore 

the effects of mortal sin in our souls? Prayer dies when the 

body receives exclusive care and attention to the detriment 

of the soul. 

Lastly, we do not pray always because we do not know 

the power of prayer to win for others the divine mercy 

needed for hearts to change. The prayer of a Christian 

living in grace is powerful because we have been 

reconciled with God now in Jesus Christ and we now 

participate in Christ’s own power over the grave, “And 

when you were dead in your transgressions and the 

uncircumcision of your flesh, He brought you to life along 

with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions” (Col 

2:13). Because we do not pray as rebels but as God’s 

beloved children in Jesus Christ, we can be channels of 

divine mercy to souls in this world. 

God promised to have mercy on the sinful people of 

Sodom and Gomorrah for the sake of a few people who 

maintained their relationship with Him in the midst of so 

much debauchery. He said to Abraham, “For the sake of 

those ten, I will not destroy it” (Gen 18:32). Imagine the 

mercy of God that will be poured out on our world when 

we intercede for other souls from hearts that are filled with 

divine grace and love. There is so much evil in our 

families, in our church, and in our world simply because 

the true value of prayer has been lost to many of us. 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, we must stop 

deceiving ourselves by claiming that we do not pray 

because we do not have the time to do so. We simply 

don’t value prayer as we should. 

There are two things that we must do. Let us first beg our 

Lord Jesus Christ to instill in our minds and hearts the true 

value of prayer so that we can pray always without losing 

hope. Ours too must be the petition of Jesus’ disciples, 

“Lord, teach us to pray.” He will surely teach us first the 

value of prayer as He did throughout the scriptures. 

Then we must be ready to keep on praying even if we do 

not get what we are asking for. Let us pray using all the 

means at our disposal. We can pray the Holy Rosary, read 

and meditate on the word of God, use prayer books, or just 

be still in the presence of God in the Eucharist. We can 

also pray alone, with the family, with friends, in the 

Church at Mass, etc. Let us pray in all our moods and 

conditions. In short, pray as you can and in every place and 

time. 

If we do not stop praying, God will surely give us what we 

need the most in this life – His Holy Spirit, the Giver of all 

gifts. He assures us of this gift of His Spirit, “How much 

more will the Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 

Him?”(Lk 11:13) The Holy Spirit will teach us to pray and 

enlighten us on the true value of prayer. This same Spirit 

will give us inner joy, hope, and strength to journey into 

the kingdom of God if only we remember the value of 

prayer and never stop praying. 

Glory to Jesus! Honor to Mary! 
 

 


