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When God asks for Water

One of my earliest memories is of my mother weeping.
The last few months of her pregnancy with my little
brother were tremendously painful for her, and more
than once the pain brought her to tears. I have a hazy
image of her in my mind, belly swollen with a 12-
pound baby lying transverse in the womb, sitting on the
edge of her bed, dabbing at her face with toilet paper.

I had brought her the toilet paper. I would do that when
I saw her crying, to wipe away her tears. I have a hazy
memory of that, too — of the way my heart was
wrenched by the sight of her suffering, of my despera-
tion to do something to help, and of my immense
satisfaction when she would take the toilet paper,

smile and say, “Oh, thank you, sweetheart!” as if

had just airlifted her out of a war zone.

What a powerful gift to give to a child still learning the
meaning of compassion and selflessness — the gift of
being able to feel that she has, even in some small way,
“rescued” a person she worships. Her smile of gratitude
lives, immortal, in my mind, along with the swell of
satisfaction it produced in the deepest corner of my
heart. This was when I learned that it feels good to help
people, and this memory is a perpetually replenished
well of living water for me. I draw from it daily, three
decades later.

This is a gift that Christ gives, over and over again, in
the Gospels. He allows us to encounter him tired,
afraid, sad and hungry. Omnipotent power subjected to
the utter vulnerability of human form.

Before the Incarnation, God looked down from Heaven
and said, “You are thirsty. Here is something to drink.”
After the Incarnation, God sits down beside us and
says, “I’m thirsty. Give me something to drink.”
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Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God and
who is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him
and he would have given you living water.” - Jn 4:10

Exodus 17:3-7
Romans 5:1-2, 5-8
John 4:5-42
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Sunday Liturgies
Saturday, Mar. 7 5:00 pm (St. B.) T Margaret Wettstein
Sunday, Mar. 8 8:30 am (St. B.) Pro Popula
10:30 am (St. M.)  Special Intention
12:00 pm (Sts P&P) 1 Dec. Family of Bill &
Celia Kiefer
Weekday Liturgies
Monday, Mar. 9 NO MASS
Tuesday, Mar.10  10:00 am (St. B.) T Larry Novotny
Wed., Mar. 11 10:00 am (Dak. Est.) Eli Jelinek
Thurs., Mar. 12 10:00 am (St. B.) Melodi Novotny
Friday, Mar. 13 7:30 pm (St. M.) T Tom Kaczynski

Sunday Liturgies

Saturday, Mar. 14  5:00 pm (St. B.) Shirley and T John Ahrens
Sunday, Mar. 15 8:30 am (St. B.) Katelyn Heley
10:30 am (St. M.)  Pro Popula

12:00 pm (Sts P&P) Special Intention

Reconciliation Schedule

St. Boniface: Saturday & Sunday — Before/after Mass
Thursday — after Mass

St. Martin: Sunday — Before and after Mass

Sts. Peter & Paul — Before and after Mass

‘l Prayer Requests

Please keep the following people in your prayers:
Avery Trittin - Baby Weston - Shirley (Art) Heley
Anne Heley - Joan Moerke - Peggy Harles

Dan Frolek - Shirley Ahrens - Dan Schmit

If you have any imminent prayer requests, please call or
text Cindy at 701-640-1401.

‘| All Parishes

Eucharistic Adoration - Please come and spend time
with Jesus on Thursdays in adoration, anytime from Sam
— midnight. We need of a regular adorer to fill the 3-4 pm
slot. We also need adorers to share the following slots: 2-
3pm, 3-4pm, and 5-6pm. Please contact Sharon at 612-
790-1211 or 538-7010 if you are able to help.

Stations of the Cross 7pm with Mass to follow
Friday, Mar. 13 — St. Martin’s

Friday, Mar. 20 - Sts. Peter & Paul

Friday, Mar. 27 — St. Boniface

Lenten Penance Services
Sunday, Mar. 15 - 3pm at St. John’s, Wyndmere

- 7pm at St. Boniface, Lidgerwood

Bergen Lutheran Lenten Suppers will be served each
Wednesday during Lent from 5-6:30 pm. Check bulletin
board for details.

March Day of Reflection - You are invited to join us on
Sat., Mar. 21 for a Day of Reflection (in-person or
online). This month's theme will be "Lent." The event is
from 10am to 3pm. Register online at
https://forms.office.com/r/qvVtezHnt9 or contact Sr.
Mary Ruth with questions at srmaryruth@sfcretreats.org /
701-242-7195.

KC Fish Fry — Friday, Mar. 20 from 5-7pm at the KC
Hall.

Jesus Meets Us at the Well To Give Us What We Are
Missing — Tom Hoopes

Jesus meets the Woman at the Well in the Gospel this
Sunday — a Gospel which is meant to demonstrate that
he wants to meet each of us in the same way.

First: Without Jesus, the woman at the well has had a
disappointing life. So have we.

In the Gospel reading, Jesus masterfully takes a woman
who is captive to sin from a simple conversation about
water at a well to a self-examination of her life and a
recognition that he is the Messiah. He does it without ever
voicing his clear objections to her sinful life.

It is both a model for how to talk to sinners, and a model
for us sinners to recognize how Jesus approaches us.

He speaks in the woman’s language about the natural
thirst she has in order to guide her toward her more
fundamental thirst. The Samaritan woman’s heart has
been restlessly searching for what could fulfill her. She
looked for it in human love, with five different husbands.
None of them stuck, and she gave up on marriage
altogether to live with a man who wasn’t her husband.
She could not find fulfillment in companionship with the
women of her village, either. She is getting water at noon,
in the heat of the day, not at dawn when women typically
got the day’s water. She is either shunning her
community, or they are shunning her — probably both.
She has found no help in religion, either. She reveals in
her conversation with Jesus that she knows the promises
of religion — she expects a Christ — but, for her,
religious practices are something her ancestors did, not
something she does.

This is how our lives look without a real, living union
with Christ: Human love and companionship disappoint,
and even religion feels like empty promises.

Second: At first glance, the woman at the well is as
unlike Jesus Christ as she can be. The woman is
nothing like what Jesus is. Yes, she is a woman and a
Samaritan at a time when men and women and Jews and
Samaritans do not mix. But more to the point, she is a
notorious sinner and he is the holy one of God.
However, it turns out that God loves to visit unlikely
people. In fact, it turns out he can only work with people
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who recognize their own powerlessness — people who
have been brought to a place of honesty in their life where
they realize that they are nothing like God, and that they
are powerless in the face of an ugly fate without him.
That is what happened to the people of Israel in the First
Reading. They could not embrace God when they were
slaves in Egypt, because they were so beaten down they
were grateful just to get fed by their captors — so God led
them from captivity, with Moses, through the Red Sea.
Even that miracle didn’t bond them to him. They created
a golden calf like the ones they saw in Egypt to pray to
instead of him.

They are addicted to slavery much the way we are
addicted to sin, and in Sunday’s reading form Exodus
they are still complaining, such that Moses has to work
yet another miracle to keep them close — the miracle of
water from a rock to quench their thirst.

We need a miracle to quench our thirst too.

Third: Jesus’ approach to the woman of Samaria is
much the same as his approach to the Hebrews, and to
us. They have been unfaithful; so has she. They have
given up on love; so has she.

Whether the Samaritan knows it or not, her way of life
has led her into a trap. Sin has her in its grips, and she
feels like she can never escape. But like Moses, Jesus is
willing to leave his lofty station and crawl into her trap
with her, and lift her out in stages.

Jesus first shows that he is willing to be on her level, by
asking her for a favor for him: “Give me a drink.”

Next, he begins to describe a “promised land” to her. He
can give her living water, or spiritual thriving, that can lift
her out of her circumstances. Then he helps her see the
trap she is in by peering into her soul and touching her
conscience. She begins to long for the healing water that
can rescue her.

As C.S. Lewis put it: “Creatures are not born with desires
unless satisfaction for those desires exists. ... If I discover
within myself a desire which no experience in this world
can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was
made for another world.”

St. Paul says the same thing in four words in our Second
Reading: “Hope does not disappoint.”

We ache for more. And that ache has an answer: Jesus
Christ, true God and true man, capable of becoming in us
“a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

What does is look like when we find it? The Woman at
the Well describes it perfectly: “The one called Christ;
when he comes, he will tell us everything.”

When Jesus tells her, “I am he, the one speaking with
you,” she leaves her water jar and rushes back to her
village to tell others that she has finally found what she
was looking for — the one who truly knows her.

Fourth: This sounds like marriage. Because that’s
what it is.

Whenever the Old Testament shows a man and woman
meeting at a well, marriage follows. John to choose this

incident in Chapter Four of his Gospel purposefully.
John’s Gospel opens in Chapter One with the declaration
that “the Word became flesh ... and made his dwelling
among us.” If that image sounds vaguely like marriage,
John makes it clearer in Chapter Two, with the Wedding
Feast at Cana. In Chapter Three, John the Baptist calls
God’s people the bride and Jesus the Bridegroom. In
Chapter Four, we get the woman at the well.

The New Testament will refer to the theme of marriage
again and again. The Catechism explain:

“The Church is the spotless bride of the spotless Lamb. ...
He has joined her with himself in an everlasting covenant
and never stops caring for her as for his own body.”

The fact is, what the Church says about baptism — that it
“makes the baptized person a participant in the divine life
of the Trinity” is not just symbolism to God.

When we enter the covenant of baptism with him, God’s
relation to us becomes like his interior relation with
himself. God is love because Father, Son, and Holy Spirit
are one in love; they delight in each other, live for each
other, act for each other. For us, true love is the same.
True love is when the ego drops away and we are nothing
but gift to each other. True love forgets its own
prerogatives and exists to delight in the other in mutual
service and enjoyment.

That is how God loves us and how he wants us to love
him.

Fifth: The marriage is complete in the “living water”
that flows from Christ.

Like the Samaritan woman, we all want perfect love but
have been disappointed by the poor substitutes we get for
it in empty relationships, fickle friendships, and
unfulfilling religion. Nonetheless, at the front of every
Catholic church, we see what perfect love looks like in
Jesus Christ on the cross.

“Only with difficulty does one die for a just person,” St.
Paul says in the Second Reading. “But God proves his
love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.”

That is where we got the living water he promised, when
a lance was shoved into his side and his heart poured out
blood and water — and his life becomes available to us,
in baptism and the Eucharist. As St. Paul puts it, “the love
of God has been poured into our hearts through the Holy
Spirit who has been given to us.”

The life of Christ is still pouring out — in the Eucharist,
his body, blood, soul and divinity, all over the world.

At communion today, we are like the Samaritan woman,
finally finding the answer to our longings after a
frustrating life of sin. We left our house and he came to
meet us by the well of the baptismal font, and he wants to
know us completely in the Eucharist.

Pray in the communion line today, “Lord you are my
beloved, and I am yours. Fill me with your love, which is
the only hope that does not disappoint.”



